
Elective Summary 
 
Below you will find a summary of each of the electives offered here at 
Salem.  Please take note of these and if you have questions in regards to 
the class please ask those teachers.  If you have questions on what 
classes your child can and can not take please address those to Mr. 
Weinrich.  We do the best we can to get your child their first choice. 
You may not change your elective schedule during the school year.  
Thank you! 
 
Spanish 1  : (7th Grade ONLY).  Teacher: Mrs. Grasz.  This class is offered a semester 
at a time from 1:00pm-1:45pm.   All seventh graders are required to take it.  It correlates 
with their 5th and 6th grade Spanish classes and prepares them for High School language 
courses.  When choosing this class, you must choose to take it during the 1st and 2nd 
quarter only, or 3rd and 4th quarter only.  There are no exceptions 
 
 
Life Skills:  (8th grade only).  Teacher:  Mr. Kelso.  This class if offered a quarter at a 
time and can only be taken once. Students will engage in planning a monthly budget 
as if they were 20 years old. Also, students will plan, execute, and edit a 
commercial selling a product or service. 
 
Media.    This class is offered in the second period of electives.  It is a quarter class. The 
Multimedia class is being led by Mr. Surridge. This class will be a project oriented 
class with student work product focused mainly on supporting our school and its 
ministry mission. Students can expect work outside of the classroom and will 
function largely as a group collaborative effort. We will be using digital cameras, 
video equipment, and editing software. The maximum number of students in this 
class will be 15. This is a one quarter elective with select students who 
demonstrate ability may be able to petition to extend this elective into a semester 
course. 
 
Life Lab:  Teacher: Mrs. Reiland. This class is offered from 1:00-1:45pm.  Students 
will be hands-on in the school garden to perform maintenance and planning activities.  
Students will also be there to assist younger classes as they have their life lab learning 
time. 
 
Handbells: Teacher:  Mrs. Hansen.  This class is offered a quarter at a time and during 
the time slot of 1:00-1:40pm. You will be required to be at every class and every 
performance.  Performances range from Salem chapel, Salem worship services on 
Sundays, and field trip performances through out the year.  You are only required to be at 
the performances assigned during your quarter by Mrs.  Hansen. 
 
 
 



Chapel Band: Teacher:  Mrs. Hansen. This class is offered a semester at a time and can 
be taken twice with permission from Mr. Weinrich and Mrs. Hansen.  It is offered as a 
double period from 1:45-2:55pm.  As a member of this group, you have an amazing 
opportunity to honor God with your musical gifts.  Some of our most powerful worship 
experiences have been led by our student worship team. You will enhance your musical 
skills, learn how to plan worship sets, work together as a band, and lead our chapel 
services.  Private instruction is required. 
 
Speech:  (8th grade only).  Teacher:  Miss Howe.  This is offered during the 1:00-
1:45pm time slot.  It is a semester class.  8th graders are required to take this elective.  In 
this elective you will learn good speaking techniques. You will have the chance to put 
these techniques to good use as they complete several different speeches throughout the 
quarter. These speeches include several impromptu speeches, an informative speech, an 
instructional speech, and a personal speech. Students should not be nervous about taking 
this class. The goal of this class is not to find out who the worst speakers are. Instead, 
Speech class is all about making every student feel comfortable and confident when 
speaking in front of their teachers and peers. 
 
Spanish 2:    Teacher:  Mrs. Grasz.  This is offered at the 1:45-2:20pm time slot. It is 
advanced Spanish that will better prepare the student for the language courses at the High 
School level.  In High School students will be required to take a minimum of two years of 
language.  UC system colleges require three years of Foreign language on High Students 
transcripts. 
 
Study Skills:  Teacher: Mr. Kelso.  This is offered at the 1:45-2:20pm time slot.  This is 
a study hall class, all students at required to bring work to this class, or reading materials.  
 
Home Ec Cooking:  (8th grade only).  Teacher: Mrs. Reiland. This is offered from 
1:40-2:55pm.  It is required for all 8th graders to complete this course.  This course will 
cover basic nutrition information, reading and understanding food labels in order to make 
informed decisions about the food you eat, and how fitness applies to the overall well 
being of each individual.  Different cooking techniques will be taught through various 
delicious recipes, along with rules and procedures for having a safe kitchen. 
 
Home Ec Sewing: (8th grade only).  Teacher: Mrs. Kenney.  This is offered from 1:45-
2:55pm.  It is required for all 8th graders to complete this course.    
 
 
Cheer:  (Cheer Team ONLY).  Teacher/Coach: Mrs. Kelly Hansen.  This is offered 
from 1:40-2:55pm, first semester only.  To be in this class you would have tried out last 
year for the Cheer squad and been selected to the cheer team.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Art:  Teacher: Mrs. Holoni.  
This class is in the Art room and is offered a quarter at a time.  The time slot is from 
1:45-2:50pm.  You will be working on art projects in various are mediums that will take 
days to complete, and you will be required to be at every class. You will also learn how 
to describe, analyze, and interpret artwork through critiques.  This class is designed to 
help you grasp artistic concepts and a broader view for you. 
 
Newspaper:  Teacher: Miss Howe. This class is offered 2nd and 4th quarters only from 
1:40-2:20pm.  In Newspaper class, students will brainstorm, write, and edit all of the 
articles that make up Salem’s official school newspaper, the Salem Spartan News. Is 
there something that you are interested in that you would like to tell others about? Then 
Newspaper is the class for you. You can write articles on just about any topic, including 
sports, fashion, music, books, television shows, movies, Salem news, people you admire, 
etc. The list goes on and on. In this class, students will learn how to write good articles 
about the things that interest them. They will also have the chance to work on the 
photography that is included in the newspaper and the overall layout of the newspaper as 
well.  
 
PAL:  Teacher:  Miss Howe.  This class is offered in 1st and 3rd quarter only, from 1:40-
2:20pm.  P.A.L. is a class where students learn how to incorporate their faith into 
everyday situations. Students learn how to help themselves and how to help others to face 
the many different challenges of life. This class includes fun team-building activities, a 
focus on character building, opportunities for acts of service, the chance to learn more 
about yourself and others, and discussion and instruction on how to incorporate your faith 
into your daily actions. These are just a few of the things we do in Peer Assisted 
Leadership class. Be a pal and join P.A.L.! 
 
 


